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CLAIMS 

1 . (PREVIQUSLY AMENDED) A method of updiitin£ parity data in a redvindant 
airay of independent disk (RAID) clustered environment comprising: 

(a) locking pariiy data, without communicating with other nodes, for data managed in 
SCSI (small computer systems interface) disks in a RAID clustered system, wherdn the locking 
prevents other nodes from modifying the parity data; 

(b) reading the parity data; 

(c) generating new parity data by exclusive oring data feom a first node and a second 

nodej 

(d) writing the parity data to a SCSI disk in the RAID clustered system; and 

(e) unlocking the parity data, wherein commands for writing and unlocking are 
combined into a single comtmnd. 

2. (ORIGINAL) The method of daim 1, wherein tiie locking comprises issuing a 
RESERVE command. 

3. (PREVIOUSLY AMENDED) The method of claim 1 , wherein the unlocking 
comprises issuing a RELEASE command. 

4. (ORIGINAL) The mediod of ^l<*itn 1, wherein the locking and readiag steps are 
combined. 

5. (CANCELED) 
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6. (PREVIOUSLY AMENDED) The method of rhm 1 wherein the RAID clustered 
system is RAID-4. 

7. (PREVIOUSLY AMENDED) The tnethod of claim t wherein the RAID clustered 
system is RAID-5. 

8. (PREVIOUSLY AMENDED) The method of claim 1 whetdn the RAID clustered 
system is RAID-6. 

9. (PREVIOUSLY AMENDED) An appatams for updating padty data in a redundant 
array of independent disk (RAID) clustered environment comprising: 

(a) a plutaliry of SCSI (small computer systems interfecc) storage devices organized in a 
RAID clustered system; 

(b) data stored in the plurality of SCSI storage devices; 

(c) a first node, operatively coupled to the plurality of SCSI storage devices, that 
manages storage and renieval of the data in the plurality of SCSI storage devices, wherein ihe first 
node is configured to: 

0 lock panty data ^vithout communicating widi other nodes, wherein a lock 
prevents other nodes firom modifying the parity data; 
(ii) read the parity data; 

^ generate new parity data by exclusive oring data fi:om two nodes; 
(iv) write the parity data to a SCSI disk iu the RAID clustered system; and 
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(v) unlock the panty data, wherein logic for writing and unlocking arc combined 
into a single command 

10. (ORIGINAL) The apparatus of claim 9, whetein the first node locks the parity data 
by issuiag a RESERVE command. 

1 1 . (ORIGINAL) The apparams of claim 9, wherein the fix$t node unlocks the parity 
data by issuing a RELBASE command. 

12. (PREVIOUSLY AMENDED) The apparatus of claim 9, wherein die first node is 
ftirther configured to combine logic for locking and reading. 

13. (CANCELED) 

1 4. (PREVIOUSLY AMENDED) The apparatus of claim 9 wherein the RAID 
clustered system is RAID-4, 

15. (ORIGINAL) The apparams of claim 9 wherein the RAID clustered system is 
RAID-5. 

16. (ORIGINAL) The apparatus of claim 9 wherein the RAID clustered system is 
RAID-6. 
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17. (PREVIOUSLY AMENDED) An article of manufacture, embodying logic to 
perform method steps of updating parity data in a redundant array of independent disk (RAID) 
clustered environment, the method steps comprising the steps of: 

(a) locking parity data without communicating with other nodes, wherein the locking 
prevents other nodes ficom modifying the parity daca; 

(b) reading the parity data; 

(c) generating new parity data by exclusive oring data from two nodes; 

(d) writing the parity diita to a SCSI (small computer systems interfece) disk in the RAID 

cliistered system; and 

(e) unlocking the parity data, wherein commands for writing and unlocking are 
combined into a single command^ 

1 8. (ORIGINAL) The article of manufiicture of claim 1 7, wherein the locking comprises 
issuing a RESERVE command. 

19. ' (PREVIOUSLY AMENDED) The article of manufecture of claim 1 7. wherein the 
unlocking comprises issuing a RELEASE co mman d. 

20. (ORIGINAL) The article of manufiacmxe of claim 17, wherein the locking and 
reading steps ate combined. 

21. (CANCELED) 
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22. (ORIGINAL) The article of manufecture of claim 17 wherein the RAID diistered 
system is RAID-4. 

23. (ORIGINAL) The article of manufactuic of claim 17 wherein the RAID clustered 
system is RAID-5, 

24. (PREVIOUSLY AMENDED) The arrick: of manufacture of claim 17 wherein the 
RAID dustered system is BAID-6. 
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